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RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ELY 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  FOR  1959 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1959. 

1.  STATISTICS g 

During  1959  the  usual  statistics  have  been 
kept  and  are  available.  These  are  not  included 
in  my  Report . 

2.  GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES? 


(a)  Ambulances Two  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Ely, 
both  being  operated  by  the  Isle  of  Ely  County 
Council. 

The  Littleport  St.  John  Ambulance  continues 
to  work  under  the  agency  agreement  with  the  County 
Council.  This  vehicle,  which  serves  the  local 
area,  and  those  areas  adjoining  when  necessary, 
continues  to  be  of  the  greatest  value, 

X The  Ely  and  Littleport  St.  John  Divisions 
continue  to  provide  ambulance  attendants  who  give 
up  much  of  their  spare  time  in  carrying  out  these 
duties  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  public,  many 
of  whom,  I am  afraid,  fail  to  appreciate  what  is 
given  so  willingly  and  quietly.  It  is  a sad  fact 
that  each  year  sees  it  more  difficult  to  man  these 
duties,  as  members  are  getting  older  and  the 
obtaining  of  young  recruits  to  replace  them 
becomes  more  and  more  of  a problem.  So  many 
young  people  nowadays  appear  indifferent  to  any 
form  of  voluntary  social  service  for  the  benefit 
of  others. 
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2,  GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  (Contd.) 


(b)  Nursing  and  Clinic  Arranjg:ement3 These  are  the  same 
as  for  previous  years.  The  District  Nurses 
continue  to  give  cheerfully  their  invaluable 
services  to  those  needing  their  help. 

(c)  Hospitals.- 

(i)  Tower  Hospital  for  Chronic  Sicko 

(ii ) St.  John’s  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases 

and  long-stay  cases. 

(iii)  The  Grange  Maternity  Home. 

These  three  Hospitals  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

3.  WATER g 

(a)  (i)  The  supply  for  the  district  is  drawn  from  two 
chalk  wells  at  West  Row.  During  1959  water  supplies 
of  adequate  quantity  and  quality  have  been  maintainec 
but  the  prolonged  dry  period  in  the  summer  put  a ver;; 
definite  strain  on  our  supply  system.  I must 
emphasise  that  dry  periods,  whether  due  to  heat  in  ti 
summer  or  frost  in  the  winter,  mean  an  increased 
consumption  of  water.  The  water  supply  is  not 
limited  to  the  amount  available,  but  to  ability  to 
distribute  it,  and  this  is  conditioned  by  the 
inadequate  mains  and  storage  facilities  in  existence 
at  present.  In  addition,  all  EoCo/W.C.  conversions 
mean  an  added  strain  to  water  distribution.  I can 
only  reiterate  what  I have  said  in  previous  reports, 
that  the  provision  of  additional  water  storage  and 
the  laying  of  increased  capacity  or  duplicate  rising 
mains  is  becoming  increasingly  urgent  each  year. 

(ii)  There  have  been  no  major  breakdowns  during  the 
year. 

(b)  (i)  The  Chloramine  Plant  has  been  in  use 
continually  and  has  proved  satisfactory.  The 
chloramine  process  permits  of  the  treatment  of  the 
water  at  the  source. 

(ii)  The  usual  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  were  made  during  the  year  and  proved 
satisfactory.  In  addition,  all  new  mains  are 
sampled  and  no  connections  are  made  until  the 
reports  on  these  samples  are  found  satisfactory. 
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3.  WATER  (Contde ) 


(b)  (iii)  There  have  been  no  extensions  during  1959. 

(iv)  There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water 
available,  and  at  no  time  has  it  been  necessary  to 
restrict  supplies,  notwithstanding  the  insufficient 
storage  capacity. 

(v)  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(vi)  Referring  to  the  general  supply  of  water  to 
houses  in  the  area,  it  is  estimated  that  between 

98  - 999^  of  houses  are  covered,  a very  high  standar 
of  coverage  for  a rural  area. 

4.  SEWAGE  g 

(a)  Provision  of  sewerage  schemes  is  making  steady 
progress,  both  in  planning  and  actual  construction. 

(b)  Work  on  the  second  and  final  stage  of  the 
Sutton  comprehensive  scheme,  which  embraces  the 
parish  of  Witcham,  progressed  actively. 

Difficulties  arose  with  regard  to  the  Stretham 
scheme,  as  the  technical  staff  were  unable  to 
allocate  sufficient  time  to  the  production  of  the 
mass  of  technical  drawings  and  data  which  were 
essential.  Accordingly  the  Council  called  on  the 
services  of  Consultant  Engineers,  who,  after  a 
recently  completed  survey,  are  now  engaged  in 
completing  the  necessary  plans  etc. 

The  same  Consultants  have  also  been  engaged 
in  similar  activities  in  Mepal  and  Witchford. 

Work  connected  with  the  conversion  of  the 
balance  of  some  170  Council  houses  in  the  District 
from  Earth-closets  to  Water-closets  is  also  being 
pressed  forward  actively. 

The  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  now  being 
being  on  the  Statute  Book,  the  Council  during  the 
year  has  been  able  to  approve  many  schemes  for 
which  the  standard  grant  has  been  awarded. 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  Grants  already 
given,  the  Council  has  decided  to  defer  further 
Discretionary  Grants  for  the  time  being. 
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5.  HOUSINGS 


Permanent  Housings 

No,  of  dwellings  completed  during  1959  Nil 

No,  of  dwellings  provided  under  the 

Housing  Acts  to  31st  Pecemher  1959  1504 

No,  of  dwellings  under  construction  at 

31st  December  1959  43 

No,  of  pre-war  Council  houses  improved 
during  1959  by  the  provision  of 
standard  amenities  as  defined  in  the 
House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959? 
i,e,  bath  in  bathroom,  wash-hand 
basin,  hot  water  supply,  water-closet 
and  foodstore  20 

No,  of  pre-war  Council  houses  so 

improved  since  commencement  of  scheme 

in  1958  36 

Temporary  Housings 

No,  of  converted  ex-service  huts 

occupied  at  31st  December,  1959  31 

Private  Enterpriser 

New  Permanent  Houses g 

No,  of  dwellings  completed  during  1959  32 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  April 

1945  306 

No.  of  dwellings  under  construction  at 

31st  December,  1959  17 
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5.  HOUSING  (Contd.) 


Private  Enterprise  (Contdo) 

Subsidised  Provision  and  Improvement  of  Dwellings 

Housin,^  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  19^8 g 

Section  46  - New  Dwellings  for  Agricultural 

Workers  - £10  or  £15  per  annum  for  40  years 

from  completion. 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1959  Nil 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  April 

1945  34^ 

No.  of  dv^ellings  completed  since  1938 

(commencement  of  scheme)  59 

*This  figure  is  included  in  nimber  under 
head  ’’New  Permanent  Houses”  above. 

Housing  (Pinancial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 g 
Section  30  - Dwellings  Improved  or  Provided 
by  Conversion  of  Buildings  with  Aid  of 
Piscretionary  Improvement  Grant. 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  or  provided 

during  1959  3 

Amount  of  Grant  paid  during  1959  £645 ^lOi  0 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  or  provided 

since  1949  (commencement  of  scheme)  I8I 

Amount  of  Grant  paid  since  1949  £44, 482s 10s  5 

House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959 g Section  4 - 

Pwellings  Improved  by  Provision  of  Standard 

Amenities  (as  specified  above)  with  Aid  of 

Standard  Grant . 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  during  1959 

(commencement  of  scheme)  14 

Amount  of  Grant  paid  during  1959  £1, 622s 12s  3 
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6.  SCHOOLS s 


I have  no  comments  to  make  this  year. 


7.  MILKS 


In  April  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  Order  came  into  operation  in  the  District.  This 
Order,  which  I welcome,  restricts  the  sale  of  milk  by 
retail  for  human  consumption  to  milk  only  of  a special 
designation  (Pasteurized,  Sterilized  or  Tuberculin  Tested) 

Looking  back  over  the  past  twenty-five  years,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  the  tremendous  improvement  in  the 
conditions  under  which  milk  can  be  sold  for  human 
consumption.  Ptecalling  those  conditions  existing  a 
quarter  of  a century  ago  makes  one  shudder. 

It  is,  of  course,  still  necessary  to  draw  the 
attention  of  all  concerned  to  the  relevant  regulations, 
and  to  emphasise  that  it  is  only  by  the  continued  care  and 
conscientiousness  of  employers  and  employees  alike  that 
the  present  position  can  be  maintained.  If  Regulations 
are  ignored  or  forgotten  everything  necessary  to 
stop  offenders  continuing  will  be  done. 

I still  wish  the  general  public  could  be  educated  to 
put  milk  bottles  well  above  ground-level  outside  houses; 
and,  in  those  few  cases  still  remaining,  to  desist  from 
using  milk  bottles  for  other  purposes. 


8.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES s 


(a)  131  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were 

received.  The  total  of  131  cases  is  made  up  as 
follows  s 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Infective  Jaundice 
Sonne  Dy sentry 
Erysipelas 


34 

64 

12 

15 

2 

2 

1 

1 


131 
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8.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Contd.) 


(b)  Eisinfection  of  premises  etc.  is  regularly 

carried  out  in  cases  of  notifiable  disease;  also 
when  infection  is  reported  or  requests  are 
received  for  any  special  reasons. 

(b)  Once  again,  I can  record  with  very  great 

satisfaction  the  fact  that  no  case  of  Eiphtheria 
has  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year. 
Children  can  be  protected  against  this  killing 
disease  by  early  immunizationo  It  is  of  extreme 
importance  that  all  parents  should  realise  that 
Diphtheria  can  only  be  kept  at  bay  if  their 
children  are  brought  by  them  for  immunization. 
Protection  can  also  be  given  in  many  cases  against 
Whooping  Cough  and,  of  course,  Small  Pox  and 
Anterio-Poliomyelitis . Parents  failing  to  have 
their  children  immunized  should,  in  my  opinion, 
feel  guilty  of  criminal  negligence. 

(d)  Tuberculosis  g 

10  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
After  making  the  necessary  adjustments  there  are 
now  the  following  numbers  on  the  Register  s - 

Respiratory  N on-Re  spirat  ory 

Males  35  Males  3 

Females  28  Females  6 

Compared  with  1958,  the  figures  shew  an 
increase  of  two  cases. 


9 . FQODg 


The  following  is  a list  of  food  handling  premises 


in  the  area  s 

(i)  Butchers  15 

Bakers  7 

Fish  Shops  5 

Grocery  and  General 

Food  Stores  53 

2 


Cafes 
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9 . FOOD  ( Contdo ) 


(ii)  48  premises  are  registered  for  the 

storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream* 

There  is  no  ice  cream  manufactured  for 
sale  in  the  area. 

The  number  of  Dairies  registered  under 
the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949  - 1954 
is  3. 

Food  Hygiene g 

I would  refer  to  my  report  for  1958,  in  which 
I pointed  out  that,  despite  some  improvement,  the 
position  of  food  hygiene  cannot  yet  be  said  to  be 
satisfactory  in  the  District.  I am  sorry  to  say 
that  this  is  again  true  for  1959. 

In  some  cases  during  the  past  few  years 
employers  have  made  wonderful  efforts  to  improve 
conditions,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  their 
employees  they  have  little  to  fear. 

In  other  cases,  it  will  only  be  by  repeated 
inspections  that  any  sort  of  improvement  can  be 
obtained,  while  in  a few  cases  I feel  that  only 
prosecution  will  drive  home  the  fact  that  the 
Council  is  determined  to  enforce  these  essential 
Regulations . 

However,  both  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
I would  much  prefer  to  give  advice  and  assistance  - 
which  we  are  always  willing  to  do  on  request  - 
rather  than  to  ask  the  Council  to  use  a much  more 
drastic  method. 

Once  again  I must  draw  attention  to  the 
extremely  poor  conditions  under  which  food  is  kept 
in  many  homes  in  the  district.  It  is  obvious  that 
many  housewives  fail  to  appreciate  that  food  hygien* 
affects  them  as  well  as  shop  keepers;  and  many  nee< 
much  more  education  in  this  subject* 

I often  wonder  why  the  elements  of  food  hygien* 
are  not  taught  in  schools,  rather  than  certain 
subjects  which  appear  to  be  of  little  value  to  a 
child  when  he  or  she  reaches  adult  life  and 
responsibilities . 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no 
cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  District  during  the 
year. 
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10.  MISCELLANEOUS  0° 


(a)  Rodent  Controls 

Luring  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  the  Rodent  Officer  have  done  822  inspections, 
which  include  647  dwelling  houses  and  business 
premises  and  175  agricultural  premises;  559 
treatments,  including  re-treatments,  have  been 
carried  out. 

(b)  Moveable  Lwellings g 

I am  hopeful  that  the  new  Caravan  Bill  will, 
when  it  becomes  law,  be  of  greater  assistance  to 
us  in  controlling  the  problems  arising  in  the  past 
from  the  use  of  moveable  dwellings  etc. 

(c)  Factories  Acts 

The  position  is  the  same  as  for  the  previous 
year.  Only  one  factory  of  any  size  exists  in 
the  Listrict  and  the  position  generally  is  kept 
under  obs ervat i on . 

(d)  Slaughter-houses  s 

There  are  two  slaughter-houses  in  the 
Listrict,  and  these  will  come  up  for  examination 
and  review  next  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  question  of  alterations  and  improvements  will 
have  to  be  considered  with  great  care  in  the  light 
of  the  new  Regulations. 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  - 1,820 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  - approx.  2^fo 

(e)  Clean  Airs 

No  real  problem  has  arisen  during  the  year. 

In  my  previous  report,  I drew  attention  to 
the  evil  clouds  of  black  fumes  emanating  from  so 
many  diesel-engined  lorries  and  trucks,  and  to 
the  remarks  of  the  Beaver  Committee  on  Air 
Pollution.  Luring  the  year  there  has  been  no 
decrease  in  the  clouds  of  black  filth  belched  out 
by  so  many  lorries  and  other  diesel-engined 
vehicles.  It  seems  extraordinary  to  me  that  no 
effort  is  made  by  those  in  authority  to  stop  an 
evil  nuisance  which  I feel  is  as  important  to  the 
general  population  as  the  provision  of  pure  water 
and  good  wholesome  food. 
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11.  PERSONALS 


Again,  I must  record  my  warmest  thanks  for  all 
their  technical  assistance  and  co-operation  to  my 
colleagues  - Mr.  Wickens,  Mr.  Parr,  Mr.  Clifford  Jones 
and  his  Staff,  Mr.  Arnold  Cross,  Mr.  Burtt  and  his 
Staff.  I feel  that  I am  indeed  privileged  to  be  a 
member  of  such  a wonderful  team. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

K.  S.  MAURI CE-SMITH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Ely  Rural  District  Council. 
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